Junji Konishi has now been involved for 9 years
with RMIT University not only as a student
completing postgraduate studies in Gold &
Silversmithing but also as a teacher and friend to
so many students and staff. Junji has been most
generous and professional with his knowledge
and the sharing of his experience as a consummate
craftsman not only among students but also his
peers. His energy and enthusiasm for his practice
has been a great influence over a good many years
at RMIT and will be greatly missed when he
returns to Japan.

Junji has demonstrated by his works another
direction for silversmithing, incorporating aspects
of sculptural form within the constraints of
functional silversmithing objects. He has
maintained a strong exhibition profile within
Australia and his works have been included in
many exhibitions representing Australia overseas.

Carlier Makigawa
Course Co-ordinator
Gold & Silversmithing

RMIT University

FORWORD

There have been great benefits for RMIT over the
period that Junji has been involved with the
school. He has continued to assist with establishing
and consolidating relationships with universities
in Japan, and has been vital to increasing our
knowledge and awareness in understanding the
complexities of forming these relationships with
another culture. We greatly value the contribution
Junji has made to extending the profile of RMIT in
Japan amongst the universities and colleges that
have metal programs and we wish to thank Junji
for his contribution and know that he will continue
to play an active role in supporting RMIT as it
continues to develop programs with other
universities in his country.

It is with great pleasure that | congratulate
Junji Konishi on his achievements and wish him
great success in the future.
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Junji Konishi’s journey through his doctoral program
at RMIT has finally honed his distinctive profile as
an artist, researcher and scholar. Our first intemational
student to successfully complete a Doctorate of
Fine Art, Master of Art, and an Honours degree
in Gold and Silversmithing, Junji has demonstrated
exceptional commitment, tenacity and discipline
during a decade of tertiary education. During
this time he has earned a reputation as a first
rank practitioner both in Australia and Japan.

Examples of prestigious accomplishments
achieved during his Doctoral program include
exhibiting in Parliament House Canberra, The
National Gallery of Victoria (Cecily & Colin Rigg
Award), and Aurora- an Asialink initiative show-
casing Australian cultural excellence throughout
the South-East Asian region. Recognition has also
come from overseas; Junji having been selected to
represent Australia in the International Design
Competition at Osaka; commissioned to create
an architectural scale sculpture for the prefecture
of Aomori, and challenged by a patron requiring
the creation of large -scale 24 ct gold vessels.

INTRODUCTION

Junji has skillfully mastered the art of distilling
and blending essential design elements from
Japanese and Western cultures to generate a
universally accessible visual language. Stylistically
his work draws heavily on the eastern penchant
for organic and asymmetric form and reflects
in his contemporary translation the acquisition of
a rich personal artistic identity. It also mirrors
that aspect of his research program that sought
to exchange and integrate elements of the
sculptor’s discipline with that of the silversmith.

His exquisite craftsmanship and mastery of elegant form distinguish
the objects created during Junji’s sojourn in Australia. However it is on
a personal and professional level as an artist, educator and mentor
to fellow students and staff alike that he will be most fondly
remembered. Junji was already an accomplished artist and educator
when he left Tokyo, and upon reaching Australia he proved to be quite
altruistic with his knowledge and skills; readily sharing them with
other students and providing them with their own unique
multicultural experience. His irrepressible cheerfulness and personable
nature have made him popular in the studio. His tenacity when
resolving design problems, his inventive approach to the restraints
of function, and his diligence set high standards amongst his peers.
Such qualities augur well for his future practice.

Working in various capacities as a diplomat, artist and tertiary
educator Junji has made an extraordinary contribution to consolidate
Japanese Australian relationships during the past decade. | welcome
this opportunity to specifically thank him for the outstanding
contribution he has made to the Gold and Silversmithing program at
RMIT. Junji’s colleagues in Japan and Australia take great pleasure in
congratulating him on his many accomplishments. We wish him well
for the next chapter and look forward to hearing of his inevitable successes.

Raymond Stebbins
Professor

Gold & Silversmithing
RMIT University

1992-1997
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