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Silversmith Junji Konishi now lives and
works in Melbourne. His teacher Kimio
“Sakai still lives in Japan and will be visiting
Australia at the time of their joint exhibi-
tion at Makers Mark in Melbourne and
Sydney _
The exhibition dates are 14 May to 1 June
in Melbourne, and 4-22 June in Sydney .
A collection of Juniji's work will remain at

Makers Mark after the exhibition closes, .-

and commissions can be arranged after -
the exhibition closes. Here Junii reflects on
his art...

“For an artist, thinking about emotions
and passions is a form of artistic disci-
pline. My art is the expression of the
energy of an idea, and | explore my partic-
ular concept of beauty through the
medium of feeling.

The work is a transmission of my pro-
foundest feelings and beliefs that have
evolved from my spirit and heritage. Thus,
the work is an expression of my deepest
self.

| use silver to express my ideas not
because it is a precious material, but for
its innate qualities, which appeal to my
sensibilities. Other metals have their own
inherent characteristics that express their
own particular beauty. Each has the
potential for its visual properties to be
extended by the use of patination and

other surface treatmen@ a;gpreoatuon of
which vastly extends the silversmnth s
interpretive abilities. This is very important
to my artistic practice as a silversmith.
The majority of my pieces are functional
‘works. Whilst the inherent qualities of my
chosen materials are significant, they are
not the main focus of my design process.
| carefully select the metal that most
appropriately serves the requuemems of
each piece.

in my snIversmithing | strive to explore
sculptural forms that enhance each work
by expressing beauty in harmony with

function. During my time at RMIT { have
sought to employ a sculptural methodol-
ogy in functional metal works, with an
economy of form.” - JUNJI KONISHI

above:
Juniji Konishi Teaset 1993, silver and gold.
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